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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

LICENSED IN OHIO AND FLORIDA 

/ 

May 1,2006 
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D “S.E;?m 99 East Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2046 
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Re: In the Matter of: . .a 

Betty Sutton for Congress, OH Women Vote!, a project of Emily’s List, 
Emily’s List and Betty Sutton 
Complainant: Thomas C. Sawyer 

I 

- 
Dear Federal Election Commission: 

Enclosed please find one Original Complaint and three additional copies I am filing on 
behalf of my client, Thomas C. Sawyer, regarding the above-referenced matter. Please 
time-stamp the fourth additional copy and return it to me in the self-addressed stamped 
envelope. 

Please call me with any concerns. 

Thank you. 

I 

E nclosu res 

cc: Thomas C. Sawyer 
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In the Matter of: 

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
1700 West Market Street, # I  55 
Akron, Ohio 44312 

And 

OH Women Vote! a project of Emily's List 
1700 West Market Street, #I47 
Akron, Ohio 44312 

And 

Bern Sutton 

Chardon, Ohio 44024 

And 

Emily's List 
1120 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite I100 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

COMPLAINANT: 

Thomas C. Sawyer 

Akron, Ohio 44310 
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INTRODUCTION 

Betty Sutton is a candidate for Congress in the Ohio 13th District. She lists her address 
for the FEC as Chardon, Ohio, in Geauga County. Her campaign address is a UPS box 
at a store front located at 1700 West Market Street in Akron Ohio, 60 miles away. I 
believe she is violating election laws and being illegally assisted by the very special 
interests she claims to oppose. 

In this case, an unregistered organization called OH Women Vote!, which is a front for 
an out-of-state special interest group, is assisting Sutton, I believe illegally, in direct 

L 



violation of federal campaign finance laws. OH Women Vote! has financed at least eight 
pieces of express advocacy mail for Sutton. The organization does not appear to be 
registered as a state or federal PAC, or a 527, or in any other capacity, yet it appears to 
be spending tens of thousands of dollars illegally, by coordinating such expenditures 
directly with Sutton. Its mail address is at the same address as Sutton’s campaign 
address sixty miles from her home at a small UPS store in Akron, Ohio. Each mailing 
uses posed and family photographs and data that could only have been obtained 
directly and illegally in coordination with Sutton and her campaign. It is a project of 
Emily’s List, which has raised substantial funds for Sutton. 

’ 

Based on these circumstances and others, I believe that Sutton, her campaign and OH 
Women Vote! have violated campaign finance laws by illegally coordinating these 
mailings. OH Women Vote! should be immediately required to cease and desist from all 
electioneering until it can prove its independence from Betty Sutton and her campaign. I 
further believe that Betty Sutton and her campaign should demonstrate that she is not 
illegally providing materials or coordinating activities with OH Women Vote! 

Below I will first set out the factual allegations and then more specifically identify the 
election law violations I believe have occurred. 
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. Complainant is a federal candidate for the Thirteenth Congressional District, Ohio 
whose principal campaign committee is the Tom Sawyer Committee. It is 
registered with the FEC. 

2. Respondent, Betty Sutton for Congress, is the principal campaign committee for 
the election of Betty Sutton. It is registered as such with the FEC.0 

3. Respondent, OH Women Vote!, a purported “project” of Emily’s List is an 
unregistered organization that has failed to register with the FEC. 

4. Respondent, Betty Sutton is a candidate for Congress residing in Chardon, Ohio. 

5. Respondent, Emily’s List is an unauthorized qualified non-party committee 
registered with the FEC. 

6. In the last two weeks, OH Women Vote!, a purported “project” of Emily’s List, has 
distributed by mail at least eight different types of mailings expressly advocating 
the election of Betty Sutton with the following statement: “Paid for by OH Women 
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Vote!, a project of Emily’s List, www.Emilvslist orq and not authorized by any 
candidate or candidate’s committee. 1700 West Market Street #147, Akron, Ohio 
44312-7002.” (see attached Exhibit “A). 

VIOLATIONS OF LAW 

Unlawful Coordinated and Unreported Contributions 

Unlawful Independent Expenditures 

7. OH Women Vote! mailings are coordinated communications within the meaning 
of 11 CFR 109.21 as they meet,the three part test set forth in 109.21(a). 

8. First, the eight mailings were paid for by a person other than the candidate, or 
the candidate’s authorized committee, or a political party committee, or agent of 
any of the above. These mailings were paid for by OH Women Vote! 

9. Second, the eight mailings meet at least one of the content standards contained 
in section 109.21(c) of the regulations as the mailings are public communication 
that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate for 
federal office. Each piece asks to “Vote For” Sutton and not to vote for me, both 
federal candidates. 

1 O.Third, the mailings meet the conduct standards as set forth in 109.21 (d) of the 
regulations in that each mailing reflects that there was request or suggestion, 
material involvement, or substantial discussion between Betty Sutton, Betty 
Sutton for Congress, and OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List. 

11. Both the Betty Sutton for Congress Committee and OH Women Vote! share the 
identical address at 1700 West Market Street, Akron, Ohio, a mail drop at a UPS 
store some sixty miles from the home of Betty Sutton. Each mailing of OH 
Women Vote! lists its address as being the identical address to the Betty Sutton 
for Congress Committee registered with the FEC. 

12. Emily’s List, which purports to have the “project” called OH Women Vote!, has 
been actively targeting Sutton’s race and has specifically listed Betty Sutton and 
Betty Sutton for Congress prominently, upon the face of its website, providing 
biographical information about Betty Sutton, further, demonstrating the 
substantial discussions and coordinating conduct between Betty Sutton, Betty 
Sutton for Congress, and OH Women Vote!/Emily’s List and/or their agents: 
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13.The posed and family photographs and data in each mailing could only have 
been obtained directly and illegally in coordination with Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton 
for Congress, and OH Women Vote!/Emily’s List. 

14. The official Betty Sutton for Congress website, bearing the address 
www.bettvsutton.campaimoffice.com, contains an unusual set of ten web pages 
termed a “photo gallery” that contain a variety of very high resolution 
photographs of Betty Sutton that are suitable for very high quality reproduction, 
many of which appear in the literature of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List. 

15. Exhibit B is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List 
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and another woman with long dark 
hair. 

16. Exhibit C is a copy of page 10 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official 
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and the 
same woman with long hair contained on Exhibit B. Upon careful review, while 
very similar, the photographs on Exhibit B and Exhibit C are actually different. 
The photograph contained in Exhibit B could only have been obtained through 
the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for Congress, OH 
Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 1 1 CFR 109.21 (d)(2) and as an 
illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign expenditure. 

’ 

17. Exhibit D is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List 
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and a senior male at a table. 

18. Exhibit E is a copy of page 9 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official 
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and a 
senior male at a table contained on Exhibit E. Upon careful review, while very 
similar, the photographs on Exhibit D and Exhibit E are actually different. Betty 
Sutton for Congress website does include the same photographic image 
contained in Exhibit D on each page of the website along with three other images 
and know as an “image bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality 
to have been used to produce the image contained in Exhibit D of OH Women 
Vote! and/or Emily’s List. The photograph contained in Exhibit D could only have 
been obtained through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton 
for Congress, OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR 
109.21 (d)(2) and as an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign 
expenditure. 
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19. Exhibit G is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List 
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton in a blue sweater. 

20. Exhibit H is a copy of page 10 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official 
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton in blue 
sweater. Upon careful review, while very similar, the photographs on Exhibit G 
and Exhibit H are actually different photographs. Betty Sutton for Congress 
website does include the same photographic image contained in Exhibit G on 
each page of the website along with three other images and know as an “image 
bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality to have been used to 
produce the image contained in Exhibit G of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s 
List. The photograph contained in Exhibit F could only have been obtained 
through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for Congress, 
OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR 109.21 (d)(2) and as 
an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign expenditure. 

21. Exhibit I is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List 
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and a number of children. 

22. Exhibit J is a copy of page 20 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official 
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and the 
same children contained on Exhibit I. Upon careful review, while very similar, the 
photographs on Exhibit I and Exhibit J are actually different. Betty Sutton for 
Congress website does include the same photographic image contained in 
Exhibit I on each page of the website along with three other images and know as 
an “image bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality to have been 
used to produce the image contained in Exhibit I of OH Women Vote! and/or 
Emily’s List. The photograph contained in Exhibit I could only have been 
obtained through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for 
Congress, OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR 
109.21 (d)(2) and as an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign 
expend itu re. 

CONCLUSION 

For all of the above reasons; I respectfully urge the Commission to believe that Betty 
Sutton for Congress, Betty Sutton and OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List have 
violated FECA, to open an investigation into the conduct, and then to find probable 
cause to believe that the violations of FECA have occurred 



Respectfully submitted, 

Complainant 

VERI F IC ATlON 

The complainant hereby verifies that the statements made in the attached complaint 
are, upon information and belief, true. 

Thomas C. Sa 
f 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this z3 day of April, 2006. - 
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EXHIBIT A 

Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of:  

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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She's honestly different because she's reudy to stand up 
to the coprate special interests and fight tbr working familia. ' - I 

SetQf SmEEom has had enough of scandals in Ohio and Washington, DC 
and knows the corrupting influence of corporate special interest money is a 
big part of the problem. 

t- 

mhaiA why Be--@& Is F-mwcwg fof? C@wgFeSse She WiM stand up for 
lwhatrs EkJ$i&f take on tfh!e big-EfaoDReJ! COP-pLmge imzerea amd 
comtinaee to be a champiom for gam& goweFmEim far Ohio's ' 

.# -WOF$&Tig fZ€NElli%2SC 



I 

D 

rn 
rn 
m 
0 

a 

a 
0 
0 

0 

. 



I" 

€9 

t 

I 

i 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I .. 



I 
0 







e 
' (  SAWYER 

Surname / Nom / Apellidos 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

Given names / Prhoms / Nombres 
THOMAS 
Sex / Sexe / Sex0 Authority / Autorite / Autoridad 
M WASHINGTON, DC 
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passport to more tha 22 trips illcross the Globe. 

"The most f r e q u e n t  t r a v e l e r  among 
t h e  Ohio Delega t ion  was S a w y e r .  n 

, Associated Press, 6/14/01 

When Tom Sawyer was a Congressman, he jetted 
around the globe on at least two dozen trips paid 

for by-special interests that cost more than $88,000. 

?hll Sawyer traveled thousands of miles on the 
special interests' dime, but Sawyer wouldn't go the 

extra mile to protect Ohio workers from NAFTA. 

R 
b 

i 
B 
B 
B s i  

B 

D 
B 
D 
D 

D 
B 

D 

D 

1 

I 



TOm Sawyer voted for NAFTA and special trading . 

status - deals that shipped thousands of 
good-paying Ohio jobs overseas. 
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ay Znds let's cancel 
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(Source: Clerk of the House of Representatives, Member/Off icer Travel Disclosure Forms) 
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knows it's time to ground 
all Congressional junkets and tell 

the special interests the old way of 
doing business won't fly anymore. 

I 

Surname / Nom / Apellidos 
SU'TTON 
Given names / Prenoms / Nombres 
BElTY 
Sex / Sexe / Sex0 
F BARBERTON, OHIO 

Place of birth / Lieu de naissance / Lugar de nacimiento 
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In the Matter of:  

I) 

I) 
8 
0 
I) 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
I) 
0 
0 

EXHIBIT B 
Before the Federal Elections Commissi,. ii 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT C 



In the Matter of: 

EXHIBIT C 
Before the Federal Elections Commission ‘ 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And. 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT D 

Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of: 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT. E 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of: 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT F 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of :  

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 8 

And 
Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT G 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of:  

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT H 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of: 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT I 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of :  

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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EXHIBIT J 
Before the Federal Elections Commission 

In the Matter of: 

Betty Sutton for Congress 
And 

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List 
And 

Betty Sutton 
And 

Emily’s List 
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